LETTER TO EDITOR:

Tom Reed Finds S
In Scotland Reward

Edinburgh, Seatland
Friday, Dee. 17, 1976

Near Fditor:

I had Tull well intended this
letter 1o be publishied in your
Christmas  issue of the
Headlight, but before 1 had
realived i, Lerm exams were
upon me and | didn't have
time enough o prepare for
them, much less this Christ-
mas mewsage o my [riends
hack home. Noverthelsss, |
hope it ean be printed belore
NewYear's, and that your
renders will recelve it yot
while the Chrisimas season
lasis

Ta all my Iriends back
hume: Merry Christmas fr-—
Honnie Seotland! 1 hope L.
winter weather in more
pleasant in Texas than il is
here, Snaw to me Is no longer
a novel Tun: rather, it has
heenme an almost  dreaded
ineonveniente. O course,
throwing snowhalls down al
the people from the heights
ol Edinburgh Castle is great,
but trudging through the
sireels (no olher verh so
aptly describes walking in
snuw with Tony Linmas) from
haome ta class and then
slupEinq and  sliding lor
weeks, after the sSnow has
turned to iee - then into slush

in no fun at all. It is simply
etld and wet. OF course the
expected eulture shock jarred
me at frst. Gary P. Nunn's
London Homesiek Blues'
kept hanging in my mind:
‘Well, it's eold over here. and
| swear, 1 wish they'd tum
the heal an. . ." But | soon got
over the first wave of the
newness of cold in Oclober
and the different culture tha
hit me when [ arrived.

Edinburgh Is Beautitul

The city ol Edinburgh is
every bit as beautiful and
different as I had imagined it
to he. The stone buildings are
eovered with centuries of
black sool, which [ think adds
to  the unique beauty,
although starkness, of them.
Our conception of ‘old’ cannot
compare with that of Great
Britain. The buildigey of the
‘Mide Towne' of Edinburgh
are~six o sevén hundred

We sinceraly thank our
friends and customers
for their valued palronage.
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years old, while the ‘new’
ﬁl..rl. ol the ity sontaim
uildings of two and Lhree
hundnd“_nm' lr.-l'u m
wis quite shock

the Seats reler ME:EHI and
new parts of the eity, for
everything looked old 10 me.
Only the styles of architec
lure seemed differenl. The
University is a complex of
mostly modern buildings
iwith some older ones
situstod in the heart of "olde
fowne, so the confrast is
uite evident. Sir Walter
Seotl bived in a flat now being
used by the University. John
Enox's old house is *hree
blocks away and Robert
Burns lived ‘just down the
sireet. So history surrounds
me on &l sides.

Scots Are Cheeriul

The Beottish people are a
hearty, cheerful lot. Thay are
quite distinet from the
English in their heritage and
in their sentiments (and the
Seots will be the first 1o (e
you_ghatl), They armosiOre
reserved Lhan the ish on
the whale, preBibly because
ihe |sll®F Are a8 more
international or eosmapolitan
society. But il you warm up
to them you will be greeted
and treated far more kindly
than you possibly eould
imagine. | am really enjoying
being and living with them.
As they say, 'When in Rome.

. 80 | am adapting to their
food and lifestyle. Except 1
have yet to find enough
eourage to eal Haggls - their
‘national’ food. It is a dish
which ingredients I dare wunt
mention out of fear of being
sick. Il just let them sat it.
Il stick with haddock and
chips, and mince ple and
steak and kidoey ple with
baked beans. Enough said.

Why Study Abroed?

Many people have asked
me whalt made me want to
study abroad and why
Seotland, knowing full well
what kind of winter | eould
expect to flind there. My
answer is twolold. First, 1
thought it would be an
exciting change from ihe
arademic point of view: being

with students ol a different

nationality and léarning in &
dilferemt edueational system
and atmosphere other than
Ameriean. | ehose Seotland in
particular, since most Ameri-
cans study in England and I
did not partievlarly want to
be surraunded and influenced
by Americans (for this is the
renson | wanted a change in
the first place). Plus, the
Seottish and the Seotch-Irish
people probably had more to
do with the development of
America Lhan any other
people, 0 | wanted to seé
what their homeland was
like. And being able to study
in the land of Shakespeaare
and the olher greal- English
writers simply overwhelmed
me [ Also, they speak English
here, which might have
something to do with it). But
secondly and mast mportant-
Iy, 1 wanted to view the
world in peneral and America
in particular in another light
and (o associale with another
culture, so ay Lo see how the
‘other hotl lives. This is
something one cannot do oo a
three weeks' Lour, housed in
grand hotels; it ean only be
gecomplished by living with
the people, viewing events
from ihelr perspective. And
having the chanes Lo do this,
| | shouldn't pass it
up. I'm glad | didn't. For
every one 'lhinf learned in
the classroom, | am learning
double the amount outside of
it. 1 can see why iheir
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turning k
an Ulster Volunteer
Foree (opponent of the TRA)
assassination merely becsuse
his. death would pot be
painful enough as a retalie-
Lory measure sines, although
being a Catholie, he had too
many Protéstant friends and
neighbors whe would decry
Lhis l.ut‘\pmdljr pro-Proles

tant U.V.F. murder. Sci:'ﬂ

pulled the gun [ "
yanked him (e the ditch,

sent himame® 0 his car, and
&r a2 more "sullable’

|

@stholie 1o murder. From him
I learned that it is the
thirteen and fourteen year
ald boys that do the sctual
killing for the IRA and UVF
For théy are the ones mosi
easily brainwashed and they
will do anything for their IRA
for UVF) heroes, without
being old enough to realize
what they are doing. This |
never knéw belore. Thess are
among the more painful
revelations 1 am experi
eneing, but [ wouldn't trade
them for the world,

Dutsider's Yiew ol Amenca

In this 200th year of
America, I'm really glad to
have tha opportunity lo see
how * America looks (o Lhe
rest of the world, or maybe |
shold say at least another
part of it. The fall campaign
and the election itsell was
interesting to follow in the
British prees, which mixed a
bit of eynieal humor with
seriousness in their very
encompassing coverage. They
loved to joke about Lhe
bumbling, nice guy image of
Jerry Ford, yet the people

Teeould hot” pansibly under-
| stand how a 'poor

pean ut
farmer’ “rom Georgia eould
become President of the

i United Stales [which shows

how moeh they know about
American polities). And 1o
see the disdain which they
hold for our institution of
television commercidls (BBC
has none) is incredible! ‘These
Are but & few examples of the
many revelations 1 am
witnessing about Americs. T~
feel very fortunate to look in
on Ameriea from the outside
in this epic moment of our
history.

I did nol intend this to be a
‘patriotic’ letter, but I think it
has become one. For | must
{ell vou that I like what | see
of Americi. Before, it just
wasn't ‘the thing to do' to
exiol your patriotie virtues (if
éver you had them), bul now
| can honestly and nly say
I'm damn well proud to be an
American. This is the general
[eeling among the Amgricans
I've talked it over with here.
It's a shame you have Lo come
across six lime rones to
realize how really lueky you
are to live in the best nation
in the world. I mysell and
many other people have been
guilty of having taken too
much for granted. We don't
have to worry about being
Protestant or Catholic, or
Jewish for that matter for

|Continued on page 15|
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Ball Feb. 19

-The Garwood Volunteer
Firemen announce the date
for their nnnual Besefit Ball
is Saturday, Feb. 19th and
they invite citisens in the
area to make plans to attend.

Sammy and the Midnight.
ers will be providing musie
for hn:lnﬁ*hﬁ_m #to1 in the
NadaKJT Admission will
be by donation to the
Garwood Voluntesr Fire

ment.

ou may make reserva
tions for tables in advance by
calling T58-3322. Table reser-
vations will be 25¢ per chair.

Livestock and  wildlife
operators have been using a
new Lool called the Short
Duration Grasing System, to
provide a dependable and
abundant food supply for
their grazing animals,

Under this sysiem of
rest-rolation, i estock are
grouped in one or two herds
and grazed a minimum
number of pastures. This will
allow other pastures to rest
for range improvement and
build up the forage reserve
for grazing in winter months
and dry periods. Grouping of
livestock into fewer pastures
will eneourage grazing of
unpalatable, bul nutritious
plants.

The short prriud: of
grazing and long peri;rldn of
rest have proven Lo he a
fast way Lo populste high
quality, deep rooted plants.
The deferment of pasiures js
& necessary factor in seedling
development and the result
ing increase in a greater
variety of better rangeland
plants,

Research and rancher's
experience has shown that
the nutrition and perform
ance of both, livestoek, and
deer, is greatly improved on
rangelands with, a wide
variety of npative plants
compared Lo ranges with anly
a limited=agjety of plants.

The type of délerment
program or grazing program

needed will _mlumlr_f Vary
from ranch to ranch and with
different types of rangeland,
growing conditions, ete. Any
grazing system should be
based on the need and
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objectives of the individual ‘ With n
rancher, his grazing resourc ' ish “Il #ﬂ‘l I"ﬁ'-! '
&5 and livestock. j folt I
The Soil Conservation l thanks for your '
service 5 avallable to assist .l patronage. i l
ranchers with Lhelr graz !
“f“rm needs Lhrnu:; lg ' EAGLE HARBE'H I
Colorade. Soll and Water SHOP '
Conservation Disiriel. ' Con- * .
taid them sl the Columbus
F;i_fld Office located in the l ‘;I.u:q:ﬁ :::;i?:::?r I
City Hali in Columbus, * EAGLE LAKE : l

T32-2TT3 or write P. 0. Box
776, Colambus, Texas T804, &

Wishing all of our wonderful
patrons the best for the New Year.
We so enjoyed working with you
and we look forward to continuing

our wonderful relationship.
b an U's Wain
Enterprises, Inc.

Main Auto Main TV & Appliance
BILL & EVELYN - LERDY & CAREY
807 E. Main Eagle Loke
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